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It was November 2015, just 2 weeks after my 17th birthday when I began to experience 

weakness on the left side of my body. It started when I involuntarily dropped everything 

I tried to grab in my left hand, and came to a point where when I looked in the mirror 

and smiled, only half of my face smiled back. My mother rushed me to the hospital, 

and after 5 days worth of tests, and re-visiting what I now know were relapses dating 

all the way back to when I was in middle school, my doctor concluded that I had 

Pediatric Relapsing and Remitting Multiple Sclerosis. 

Receiving that kind of diagnosis was scary. Initially, I thought that I was too young to 

have this happen to me, I was afraid that I could never have the happy and healthy 

young adulthood I thought I deserved. I feared I would not be able to do all that my 

peers could; however, this feeling didn’t last forever.

My mentality changed as I became more involved with the BP MS 150. In 2016 my dad and his company’s team all rode 

in my honor, after that I was inspired to ride too.

Training was difficult for me. There were many times I wanted to quit, but I kept reminding myself, “I am not going to let 

MS win. It is not going to control my life.” Times where I was in the most pain, I felt as if I was riding against MS itself, and 

this pushed me even further. 

Completing the 2017 BP MS 150 was one of my happiest moments. I not only got to accomplish what I was unsure I was 

able to do, but I also met so many incredible people along the way. I was able to join the MS Ambassador program, and 

participate in other events such as Walk MS.

 Living with MS has had its difficulties, but I choose to see it from a positive perspective. I would not be as strong of a 

person today or be exposed to the amazing community around the MS Society if I did not live with this diagnosis. I am 
happy because I know a cure will be found, and it is events like the BP MS 150 and everyone involved that are 
making this cure possible. I am so grateful to all that contribute to this cause and together, we will beat MS.


